בס״ד
Parshas Vayeshev, December 8 - December 12, 2014

Gan Aliya Newsletter
Dear Parents,

Thank you Hashem for a fantastic week in Gan Aliya. Chanukah is apparent in every area of or
classroom. The children enjoy the various Chanukah works as they prepare for the approaching
Yom Tov.
Morah Bassie gave the children a captivating introduction to the Jewish History Timeline,
one of the foundations of the Al Pi Darko contextual learning approach developed by Rabbi
Rietti. Morah Bassie brought props to present to the children a framework of the major events
that took place already and the events that will take place in the future. This big picture enables the child to have a place to file all the information that he learns, thus making all of his
learning a contextual experience. This engaging presentation helps the children formulate answers to important
questions such as,
“Who am I? Where
do I come from?
Why am I here?
Where am I going?”
The children build
a strong sense of
identity of coming
from the Avos Hakedoshim (our holy
Patriarchs and Matriarchs), charged
with the mission of
fulfilling Hashem’s
Torah and the responsibility to pass
it on to the next generation.
Morah Bassie gives a
presentation on the
timeline of Jewish
history as an
introduction to the
Chanukah story

Contextual
Learning:
Jewish History
Timeline
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Also creating a context for the children’s future learning,
Contextual Learning
we began learning Rabbi Jonathan Rietti’s picture cards on (continued
from page 1)
Taryag Mitzvos (the 613 Mitzvos) and Lashon HaTorah (Biblical Hebrew). Each day after davening we learn a new Mitzvah and practice all the Mitzvos
that we already know. We learn a new Hebrew root word (Shoresh) picture card each day,
and sing the Shorashim as we progress!

We displayed images of a
Chanukah menorah and the
Second Beis Hamikdash

The children have started learning Rabbi Jonathan
Rietti’s Taryag Mitzvos curriculum. Hashem is one,
we must love Hashem… We stick a new mitzvah on
our window every day

We have started learning the Hebrew root word
vocabulary picture cards, for example“Rosh”
means head

Parshas Vayeshev

As soon as the children greet Morah on Monday morning, they ask, “tell us about the
new Parsha this week?” Their eagerness and excitement to learn Toras Hashem is a true
Nachas!
We learned about the story of Yosef HaTzadik (Yosef
the righteous man). We discussed the emunah (belief) and
simcha (happiness) of Yosef throughout the events as he
was thrown into the pit, went down to Mitzrayim, and was
put in jail. Yosef Hatzadik perceived all of these events as
opportunities from Hashem — they were all equally good
in his eyes!
In last week’s parsha circle,
Morah Anne teaches the children
how Yaakov protected his family
from Eisav. One of the measures
Yaakov undertook was dividing
his family into four camps: Leah
and her six sons, Bilha and her
two sons, Zilpa and her two sons,
and Rachel with her son, Yosef

Morah Temmy describes how
Yosef was thrown into jail after
Potifar’s wife falsely accused
him of trying to marry her (which
was forbidden since she was
already married)

Yosef’s brothers felt jealous that Yaakov
seemed to favor Yosef and gave Yosef the
kesones passim (colorful coat). We acted
out a scenario of a friend’s receiving a new
toy or dress. Instead of giving in to jealousy, we worked on being happy for him.
We know that Hashem provides us with all
our needs.

Parshas Vayeshev 5775

Middos: Overcoming Jealousy
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In math, we used delicious doughnuts to
practice our 1 to 1 correspondence skills.
We also learned how to graph the number
of each colored candle and record it on the
Chanukah graph.

Shimmy counts the right
number of doughnuts onto
circles with different numbers

Sensorial

Mathematics

Raquel learns about graphing. She colors the number
of candles onto her graph – 1
red candle, 5 blue ones, 3
orange ones…

Esti throws dice and then
puts the dice on the image of
dreidel with the same number
as the die

We continue to refine our coordination and
our understanding of size and dimension.

Esti builds the pink tower,
ordering the largest cube at
the bottom and the smallest
one at the top
Charlie builds a gradient tower
with the yellow cylinders

Practical Life
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We focused very carefully as we learned
how to polish the menorah for Chanukah until it sparkles and is beautiful. Mommies, you
have great helpers at home!

Yoseph polishes a menorah

Jonah sweeps pebbles from
the floor

Temima draws a candle
through the stencil

3

We started writing many
Chanukah words to match
the Chanukah pictures on
the shelf. We also began
using our Aleph Bais folder to follow direction, practice coloring, writing, and
distinguishing our Aleph
Bais letters.

Aleph
Bais

Elisha spells the names
of his friends with linking
cubes; then he matches the
names he spelled to the
pictures

Language

Emuna and Temima sort
different coins into the right
tzedakah boxes. They match
the letters Nun, Gimmel, Hei,
and Shin on coins with the
same letters on the respective boxes. These particular
letters match the sides of the
Chanukah dreidel: ( נNun),
( גGimel), ( הHei), ( שShin),
which together form the
acronym for “”נס גדול היה שם
(Nes Gadol Hayah Sham –
“a great miracle happened
there”).

Science/Niflaos Haboreh

Elisha finds the first
sounds of the various
objects that he placed on
his mat (for example, L for
ladybug and B for basket.)

Elisha, Temima, Emuna
and Gemma place objects
onto mats with the same
beginning sounds. Fire,
feather, football….

Raquel puts a card with a
picture of a woman playing
guitar in the ‘hearing’ category on the senses board.
Each card has a picture of
something you can hear,
see, smell, taste or touch

Morah Anne teaches the children about the five senses:
sight, hearing, taste, touch
and smell

GAN ALIYA
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(Wonders of the Creator)
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We took full advantage of the big and beautiful
newly-renovated gym. We are learning to follow directions and to develop our motor skills and coordination
while we have lots of fun. Thank you, Mrs. Carol Feinberg,
Daniel’s mother, for sponsoring the gym renovations!

Art
&Guysmic
M

Coach Morah Temmy blows
her whistle to indicate to the
children that they need to
return to the line

Hands up in the air, children!

Morah Music and the children
throw the parachute into the
air to the beat of the music
Morah Anne teaches Nina how
to brush paint on a foam dalet
and then use it as a stamp to
make letters on the painting
paper

Our special kinderlach care so much about their friends
and are working on being happy for them, even when that
may be a little challenging. It is so special to watch the effort that the children devote to working on improving their
middos!
May you enjoy a rejuvenating and uplifting Shabbos filled
with kedusha and menucha!

Love,
Morah Temmy, Morah Anne, Morah Elisheva and Morah Ayelet
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Our Yoseph colored a
ketones passim (Yosef’s
colored coat) on the easel
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