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בס״ד

Dear Parents,

1

Thank you Hashem for returning our children on Monday morning all refreshed and ready to 
learn and grow at Gan Aliya! The children were intrigued by the many new Chanukah works that 
were displayed in each area of the classroom.

When Yaakov heard that Eisav is approaching with 400 men, he prepared for war in three 
different ways: 1) Yaakov prayed (Tefillah); 2) Yaakov sent presents to Eisav; and 3) Yaakov 
arranged two camps to protect his family. Having taken these precautions, Yaakov had pure 
emunah (belief) in Hashem’s protection, and wasn’t afraid of the 400 warriors who were com-
ing with weapons and knives. We discussed how Hashem loves and takes care of all of His 
Yidden (Jews).

We sang the following song:
Eisav is coming with 400 men
Yaakov davened to Hashem
Vayishlach Yaakov Malachim Lefanav
And Yaakov sent messengers to Eisav

Morah Temmy explains to the children that 
Yaakov had four wives: Rachel, Leah,  

Bilha and Zilpa (in those times polygamy was 
permitted but not any more!). Between them, 

Yaakov’s wives bore twelve sons who be-
came the twelve tribes of Israel.

Morah Temmy tells the children the story of 
Yaakov who, when he had to leave the holy 
land of Israel, dreamt of angels climbing up 
and down a ladder that extended from earth 
to heaven. The angels who were protecting 
him inside the land of Israel went up the lad-
der and those protecting him outside the land 

of Israel came down.
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Practical 
Life

Middos (Character Development)

Bal Tashchis

Using the new Chanukah 
dreidel work we are refining 
our fine motor skills. We can 
sort, tong, spoon, and lace 
dreidels.

When Yaakov realized that he had left the 
“pachim ketanim” (small jugs) on the other 
side of the river, he went back to retrieve them. 
We learn from this tzaddik (righteous man) 
that each item we own has a purpose, and 
we need to treat it with respect. We learned 
about the mitzvah “bal tashchis” (“do not de-
stroy”), which prohibits senseless damage 
and waste. We practiced this mitzvah by eat-
ing the food that we put on our plate, and by 
taking good care of our books and toys.

Charlie makes a pattern with 
dreidels: yellow,  

purple, green… yellow,  
purple, green…

Emuna copies a dreidel  
pattern perfectly

Yehezkel watches Morah 
Ayelet give a pouring lesson

Yoseph acts as 
Yaakov, retriev-
ing the pachim 

ketanim from 
across the river

Yoseph is carefully pouring 
cereal into a bowl to make sure 
that he doesn’t spill any, which 
would be bal tashchis (wasting 

food)

Esti squeezes the dropper 
and carefully places one drop 
of purple water into each of 

the small holes

Morah Anne practices the 
fine motor skill of spinning 
dreidels with Elisha, Nina, 

Esti and Jonah
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The children concentrated on the Chanukah Senso-
rial works so diligently. They patterned and graded many 
color tablets to make a Menorah. They also created a Me-
norah by sequencing the red rods on a mat. In addition, 
the children used their gross motor skills by walking care-
fully through a maze that they created out of the red rods.

Sensorial

Emuna and Temima create 
a color-gradation Menorah, 
and Morah Anne admires it

Morah Temmy makes a  
Menorah with Emuna, Tem-
ima, Charlie and Yehezkel. 

She arranges the color  
tablets from darkest at the 

top of the Menorah to lightest 
at the bottom of the Menorah

Raquel observes as Temima 
and DJ create the  

word-building Aleph Bais work

Charlie points to each of the 
relevant letters according to 
Morah Temmy’s Aleph Bais 

song

DJ thoughtfully matches the 
Aleph Bais letters with the 

picture of each of his friends 
–he picks the first letter of 

each friend’s name

Temima and D.J. helped 
create a new word-building 
Aleph Bais work!! They 
wrote their friends’ names 
on stickers, and put these 
stickers on linking cubes.  
Then Temima and D.J. 
matched the links with the 
names to the correct por-
traits.  This work is now 
available in the class for 
the other children to use.

Jonah molds a gimmel out 
of play dough

Aleph 
Bais
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Nina writes out “S” a few 
times and recognizes that 
“S” is the first sound in the 

word ‘sun’
Morah Ayelet plays ‘Baby 

Abby’ with the children

Morah Temmy draws a ‘g’ 
out of glue sticks and teach-
es the children to pour glitter 

over the glue to create a 
beautiful ‘g’ of glitter

Developing her phonemic 
awareness, Gemma is plac-
ing objects on the mat that 

rhyme with the images. Hat: 
cat, bat, rat…

Language
Morah Ayelet gave the children a lesson on phonemic awareness – called ‘Baby Abby’. 

A story is told to the class while leaving out the 1st sound in each word. The kinderlach 
need to listen carefully and then fill in the missing sound. For example – Baby Abe went 
to the store to buy _ilk (missing an ‘m’).  Or, Baby Abe went 
_opping (missing ‘sh’). This game increases the children’s 
awareness of phonemes (the smallest units of sound that 
can differentiate meaning).

Practice makes Perfect! The children are using our ABC 
Scrapbook to practice and perfect their letters. Some chil-
dren wrote the letter ‘w’ – for watermelon and ‘g’ for gold 
glitter.

Shimmy places one penny into each of the 
squares on the green mat. It took lots of 
concentration to place 100 pennies onto the 
hundred board! Waiting to have the next turn, 
Yoseph patiently watches.

Elisha inserts the proper number of 
Chanukah candles into each  

numbered mat

We added Chanukah candles 
to the pegboard and spindle box 
works. 
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This was an amazing week at Gan Aliya!  We feel so proud to implement the 
important lessons and messages we learned.  We are learning how to properly 
respect the food that we are so lucky to enjoy. Thank you Hashem for taking 
such good care of me and providing me with all my needs!

May you enjoy a rejuvenating and uplifting Shabbos filled with kedusha and 
menucha!
Love,

Morah Temmy, Morah Anne, Morah Elisheva and Morah Ayelet

The kinderlach loved the lesson on the food pyramid. They learned 
about the five food groups and practiced sorting the foods into their  
appropriate group.

Science/Niflaos Haboreh  
(Wonders of the Creator)

Art

Careful not to paint outside 
the purple line, Temima 

colors in a heart so  
beautifully

The children really enjoy the 
animal song – “Pretend you’re 
a lion, pacing on the floor, 
back and forth and back and 
forth, and let me hear your  
roarrrr!”

Jonah takes a step back to ad-
mire, with DJ, the masterpiece 

that Jonah has just created

In our art area, children are 
using their creativity and 
talent to trace, cut, paint 
and draw different colors 
and sizes of dreidels.

Music and fun with Morah 
Anne and Morah Temmy – 
it is so much fun to dance, 
walk, jump and hop on the 

mat

Music
&
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