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Lag Ba'Omer

Above: The children wear their special Lag Ba'Omer crowns.

Lag Ba'Omer marks the Yahrzeit of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. After the death of
Rabbi Akiva's 24,000 students in the 2nd Century, he was left with only five
students, among them Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who became the leading Torah
teacher of his generation. On the day of his death, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
revealed the deepest secrets of the Kabbalah in the form known as the Zohar. The
day became joyous because of this revelation, and because of the fact that years
earlier, Rabbi Akiva's students had stopped dying on Lag Ba'Omer.

The children sing "V'Ahavta L'Rayacha Kamocha..." around our Gan-Aliya-style bonfire
(made of the red rods and work mats) in preparation for Lag Ba'Omer. The Gan Aliya
children created their own pretend bonfires and danced around them to celebrate! We
discussed how we must respect and love one another, always (see below on Rabbi Akiva).
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Learning in the Cave

Above: The Kinderlach learned the story of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son,
Rabbi Elazar, who hid from the Romans in a cave for thirteen years. Together, they
learned the secrets of the Torah day and night. They ate carob and drank water
from the tree and spring that Hashem miraculously created for them. The children
act out this story.

Rabbi Akiva's 24,000 Students

Morah dramatized the story of Rabbi Akiva's witnessing how water carved a hole in
the rock. (See below)

The kinderlach learned why during theSefiras HaOmer we mourn the tragic death of Rabbi
Akiva's 24,000 students.
We began by studying how Rabbi Akiva himself became their teacher. The Midrash
teaches us the turning point of Rabbi Akiva’s life. One day, at the age of 40, Akiva passed a
well. He saw a rock with a hole carved into it. He inquired who shaped the rock, and was
told it was caused by the slow but constant dripping of water on top of it. Akiva then
reasoned: If a substance soft as water can penetrate a rock with slow, persistent motion, so
too the Torah, which is hard as iron, can slowly but surely penetrate my heart. And this
was Akiva’s turning point. He promptly set off to study Torah – for an uninterrupted 24
years. It is never too late to study Torah and become a tzaddik!
We then learned that Rabbi Akiva's students did not show proper respect to one another.
When we mourn their tragedy, Hashem wants us to increase our Ahavas Yisrael (love of
our fellow Jews). The kinderlach learned the dictum of Rabbi Akiva: “Love your fellow as
yourself — Rabbi Akiva says this is a great principle of the Torah.” (Rashi).

Above: The children stuck hearts in between two hugging Jews to represent the
mitzvah of Ahavas Yisrael.

“Teach me the entire Torah while standing on one foot.”
Hillel responded, “That which you despise, do not do unto
your neighbor. This is the whole Torah; the rest is
commentary. Now go and learn.”
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Sequencing the Lag Ba'Omer Stories

•
•

Left: Sarala and Bruria sequence the story of Rabbi Akiva.
Right: Remi, Nina and DJ sequence the story of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai.

Culture and Science
Birds of Prey

A red-tailed hawk swooped down in front of Morah Nancy in early March as she
walked through Central Park near 5th Avenue. The story of "Pale Male" by Meghan
McCarthy came to mind and launched a study on Birds of Prey. Morah Nancy
shared her story and read "Pale Male" to the Kinderlach. We examined the
characteristics of the Birds of Prey. The children made eagle heads and owls. The
older children made red-tailed hawks and wrote facts about their favorite Bird of
Prey.
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Morah Lichtash Visits Gan Aliya

Morah Ayelet Lichtash, Director of the Alef Bet Montessori in Maryland, visited
Gan Aliya twice in March to advise us on enhancing Gan Aliya's educational
programming. We are most grateful for her generosity and expert insight.

Wishing you an uplifting Shabbos and Lag Ba'Omer full
of Kedusha and Menucha!
Love,
Morah Bracha, Morah Nancy, Morah Daphna, and Morah
Dini
!

