Pictorial: Parshas Shemos
Ecology of the Arctic and Antarctic
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Siyum Sefer Bereishis

Chazak Chazak V'Nischazeik! Last week, we celebrated the completion of Sefer
Bereishis (the Book of Genesis). Morah Shaindy utilized the cards to narrate the
entire story line of Sefer Bereishis, asking questions along the way to allow the
students to share all their Bereishis knowledge. With leadership from the older
children, the Gan Aliya students used their knowledge of the plot to sequence all 50
chapters of Bereishis using Rabbi Rietti's Chumash cards. This sequencing gives
young children a panoramic contextual view of Bereshis, which is the foundation of
Jewish history and identity.
Ashreinu Ma Tov Chelkeinu! We feel so fortunate and proud to have the holy Torah
and to be apart of Am Yisrael.
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Dramatizing Parshas Shemos:
Baby Moshe and Slavery

The Gan Aliya kinderlach dramatized Parshas Shemos. Basya (played by Leora) the daughter of
Pharoah, stood at the side of the Nile River. Basya rescued baby Moshe. Miriam (played
by Remi) offered her assistance to calm the baby and brought Moshe to their mother,
Yocheved, to nurse.
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Tyrannical Pharaoh (played by Asher) and his Egyptian officer (played by Nathan) force Bnei
Yisrael (played by Yosef, Bentzi, Daniel, and David) into backbreaking labor building
pyramids and cities in Mitzrayim.

Ecology of the Polar Regions
Arctic Circle and Polar Bears

Above: The children contrast the Arctic Circle during the summer and winter months.

Gan Aliya's kinderlach visited the coldest regions on planet earth, home to some amazing and
beloved species of animals. First stop was the Arctic Circle. The children learned about the
dramatic seasons of this frozen ocean area. The older children designed planet Earth out of
construction paper and highlighted the Polar Regions. They learned that the Arctic Circle is the
North Pole and Antarctica is the South Pole of Earth. The Kindergarten group had the
opportunity to explore in more depth the Polar Regions and compiled a portfolio of extension
activities.

The children studied a variety of facts about the largest land carnivore in the world, the polar
bear. For example, they learned that a polar bear's skin is black and fur is white, so they
painted a white polar onto black paper and created a polar bear paw. The children enjoyed
many crafts to reinforce their learning.

Antarctica and Penguins

Charlie found snorkeling flippers in his closet, which reminded him of the penguin's webbed feet. He modeled this
for the class and then demonstrated how the Emperor penguin incubates its egg in the brood patch (ball between
Charlie's ankles). Morah Nancy and Charlie mimicked how the penguins pass their eggs back and forth without
touching the icy ground.

Next stop, Antarctica, the world of penguins! During morning circle, Morah Nancy showed the
children pictures of Antarctica and its unique penguins. The children learned penguin facts by
examining the largest penguin known as the Emperor/King penguin. For example, the children
learned that penguins are birds who do not fly; rather than possessing wings, they have flippers
and can swim. The children also learned interesting facts about Antarctica. For example,
Antarctica is the only continent without countries. We surely enjoyed learning about the Polar
Regions!

Top: Leora points to the first stage of the Emperor penguin's life cycle.
Bottom: Sarah Shayna displays her Polar Region portfolio.

Thank you to Harold and Helen Brandwein!

We greatly appreciate Harold and Helen Brandwein's (grandparents of Judah and
Jonah) donation to Gan Aliya. During the winter months, when it is too cold for the
children to run around at the park, Gan Aliya pays to rent out a studio in the NYSC.
Gan Aliya has applied the Brandwein's donation towards a third weekly rental day
at the gym.
The Moros lead the children in sports and dance while Gan Aliya plays lively
Jewish music on the studio's sound system. We also use the Gan Aliya bouncing
castle to facilitate exercise and fun. Gym is critical for the children's overall wellbeing, and facilitates healthy social interactions and friendships. Tizku l'Mitzvot!

Look out for the next issue after vacation:
Academics

Dear Parents,
Mid-winter vacation runs from Thursday, January 19th through Sunday January 29th. We
wish you a happy, safe, and restful mid-winter vacation and hope that you enjoy the time
with your family. We look forward to seeing your children back at Gan Aliya rejuvenated
and ready to learn!

Love,
Morah Shaindy, Morah Nancy, Morah Daphna, and Morah Dini

